
06 29 Podcast with Umberto Migliaccio, Documentarist - Ponza Island

Ponza is a unique Mediterranean island facing growing environmental and social challenges caused by 
unsustainable mass tourism. Traditional fishing communities have almost disappeared, and the historic 
anchovy fishery is no longer part of the island's daily life. As local knowledge and cultural heritage fade, the 
island risks losing its identity. This project explores how art, community participation and sustainable practices 
can reconnect people with the sea, preserving local traditions while promoting a more balanced and resilient 
future for Ponza. Ponza citizen and documentarist Umberto Migliaccio explain these issues to the SL team.
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Ponza is a unique Mediterranean island facing growing
environmental and social challenges mainly caused by
unsustainable mass tourism. Traditional fishing communities
have almost disappeared, and the historic anchovy fishery is no
longer part of the island's daily life. As local knowledge and
cultural heritage fade, the island risks losing its identity. Ponza
citizen and documentarist Umberto Migliaccio explains us how
preserving local traditions can still write a resilient and
sustainable future for Ponza.
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=22gotHK_H4I
https://www.youtube.com/embed/22gotHK_H4I?si=bI6bwQfhLNLzPZoz


The island of Ponza: Sailing Lab arrival at dawn
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Ponza Island harbour
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The port from a different angle
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Ponza Island - Interview with documentarist Umberto Migliaccio

x

x



Umberto Migliaccio explaining the wicked problems of Ponza Island
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Fishing boats in Ponza 
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Many  boats have been converted for fishing tourism or charter operations
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Island of Ponza – The inner part of the harbour is now entirely occupied by charter boats
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The island of Ponza and its alleyways, packed with summer tourists
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Ponza Island: in the summer, most of the local houses are converted into B&Bs.
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The old “Emporio Musella”. Traditional stores are now closed down
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The island of Ponza and its coastline, which is heavily affected by landslides
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